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Walk the Line in Chilean Patagonia  
Hike glaciers, track pumas, dive into a cold plunge

Adventurers from all corners of the globe are drawn 
to Patagonia, complete with turquoise waters, glaciers 
and mesmerizing granite horns. The award-winning 
architects of the 50-room 
explora Patagonia, set within 
a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve 
in Chile’s Torres del Paine 
National Park, envisioned 
a long building painted to 
blend with its surroundings 
of mainly white snow and ice. 
The result makes for a most 
luxurious base to flirt with 
the line between danger and 
excitement in the magnetic 
region. Endless days of won-
der here mean awe-inspiring 
treks with an occasional mas-
sage or wicked cold plunge to 
supercharge the body.

 Rivaling any big cat safari 
around the world, Quasar 
Expeditions — one of South 
America’s most celebrated adventure specialists — pro-
vides guests at explora Patagonia with up-close and 
personal encounters with the majestic puma population 
in Patagonia. Better yet, in 2021 they will continue to pro-
vide a rare opportunity to shadow one of their renowned 
puma tracking teams within Torres del Paine National 
Park. Walking in an expert puma tracker’s shoes for even 
a moment is an inspiring reminder of the fragility of these 
majestic creatures and the greater struggle to protect big 
cats.  explora.com, quasarex.com   

Track pumas: “In addition to pre-
dawn alarm settings, shadowing 
one of Quasar Expeditions’ 
renowned puma tracking teams 
demands laser focus, physical 
intensity, infinite patience and 
unconditional love for a wild 
animal that could very well kill 
you,” Cook says. “I couldn’t wait.”

Hike glaciers: “Explora 
Patagonia’s world-
class guides helped me 
understand that true 
adventure isn’t always 
neat and tidy, so with 
their help I embraced 
the unpredictable, the 
unexpected and, hell, 
even the accidental,” 
says Cook. “Together 
we conquered advanced 
treks I never thought 
possible.”

T R AV E L
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Epic lodges: “Anchored like a white ship on the shores 
of turquoise Lake Pehoe, explora Patagonia’s unique 

location sets travelers literally in the middle of Torres del 
Paine National Park,” wrote Cook in the October 2019 

issue of Gentry. At the end of a big day of puma tracking, 
an open-air Jacuzzi tub awaited.  
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